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ABSTRACT Now becoming prevailingly PostScript or PDF, the output format of TgX en-
gines or TgX-related utilities is able to embed copyrighted fonts, raising seri-
ous legal questions of intellectual property. This essay tries to clarify when
the distribution of TEX’s output is hindered by intellectual property of fonts.
Roughly summarizing, output files embedding scalable fonts with proprietary
license cannot be publicly distributed without manifest permission from the
copyright holder. Certainly, scalable GPL'd fonts are also copyrighted works
as computer program. Contrary to the interpretation by FSEF, however, liter-
ary work contained in a PDF is not a derived work of embedded fonts. We
can safely utilize GPL'd fonts in producing TeX’s output without worrying
about GPL’s “viral effect.”
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